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Chandigarh/Patiala, Sept 25
A face-off between the
farmers and the govern-
ment is on the cards as
several deputy commis-
sioners, including those
posted at Patiala, Sangrur
and Ferozepur, have
warned the farmers
against stubble burning or
face “red entries” in their
revenue records. Several
farm unions have come
out in protest against the
move.

A “red entry” in revenue
records signifies that the
title of the land is “not
clear”, which makes is dif-
ficult for the farmers to
sell that land or avail bank
loan against it. 

Sangrur DC Sandeep
Rishi had told The Tri-
bune on Saturday that
the district administra-
tion would not spare any-
one for burning paddy
straw in the fields.
“Besides the registration
of FIRs, red entries will
also be made in the rev-
enue records of the erring
farmers. The SHOs of the
police stations will be
responsible for the regis-
tration of FIRs in such
cases,” he had said.

Today, members of the
BKU (Ekta-Ugrahan) and
the Kirti Kisan Union led
protests outside the offices
of 15 DCs in the state.

BKU (Ekta-Ugrahan)
general secretary
Sukhdev Singh
Kokrikalan said it was
time the government act-
ed against those duping
farmers by selling spuri-
ous DAP. “We also want to
warn the government that
they will have to face the
farmers’ wrath in case
they start making red
entries,” he said.

“This is not the right
approach and it will surely
backfire. We will never let
this happen,” said Prem
Singh Bhangu, president
of the All India Kisan Fed-
eration.

Leaders of the Kirti
Kisan Union said though
they were against paddy
stubble burning, they
would not condone the
making of red entries, or
denial of arms licences to
errant farmers.

Officials in various dis-
tricts have reportedly got
orders from the state
headquarters to take
punitive action against
the defaulting farmers, by
way of making red entries
in their revenue records.
Top functionaries in the
government have, howev-
er, gone silent on the
issue now. When asked

about drawing the farm-
ers’ ire on the issue of red
entries, a top functionary
in the Agriculture Depart-
ment refused to make any
comment.

The story is same every
year. While the govern-
ment, before the paddy
harvest, warns of making
red entries, the instances
of such an action are min-
imal in comparison to the
number of farm fires. In
2023, 36,623 farm fires
were reported, but red
entries were made only in
the records of 340 farmers.

Jagmohan Singh
Patiala, general secretary

of the BKU (Dakaunda),
said, “We will oppose any
attempt to make red
entries in revenue records
of farmers. Is this our
reward for filling the
granaries of India and
making the country a
food-surplus state?”

On Sunday, Patiala Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner-cum-Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate Kanchan
(now transferred) had
ordered that anyone apply-
ing for a new arms licence
or the renewal of an exist-
ing one “will get a nod”
only after the land records
have been verified.

Farmer-govt face-off on cards over
‘red entries’ for stubble burning

FARM FIRE CASES ON THE RISE
■ Twelve farm fires were noticed by the remote sensing cen-

tre in the state on Wednesday with Amritsar topping the
chart with three incidents, followed by SAS Nagar (two).

■ With this, the total number of farm fires since September
15 has gone up to 93; there were no active fire events in
the state on the same day in 2022 and 2023 

SUPREME COURT
SEEKS REPORT

On Tuesday the Supreme
Court had sought a report
from the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM)
on the steps initiated to pre-
vent farm fires and also the
action taken against officers
for allowing such incidents,
despite earlier orders to
check such cases

GOOD NEWS
■ Amid the farmer unrest, the good news is that the

Reserve Bank of India has sanctioned the first tranche of
cash credit limit of ~41,339.81 crore

■ The state had sought a CCL of ~48,380 crore to buy 185
LMT of paddy; the remaining CCL will be released later,
confirmed Vikas Garg, Secretary Food and supplies

Farmers during a protest outside
the DC Office in Bathinda.
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CM reviews arrangements
for paddy procurement
Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, September 25
CM Bhagwant Singh Mann
on Wednesday reviewed the
arrangements for paddy pro-
curement in the state.

He said all efforts had
been made to ensure
smooth, hassle-free and
quick procurement of pad-
dy and making timely pay-
ments to farmers. He said
the farmers of the state
should not be put to any
inconvenience for the sale
of their produce in mandis. 

A delegation of the Punjab
Rice Millers Association also

called on the Chief Minister
to raise the issue of storage
space for paddy.

The CM raised the issue
with Union Food and Civil
Supplies Minister telephoni-
cally and sought his inter-
vention to sort out the matter.
He asked the Union minister
to direct the FCI to create
sufficient space for paddy. 

He said there was a serious
space crunch with the FCI,
especially since May, which
has hampered the delivery
of rice of kharif marketing
season 2023-24 by the rice
millers of the state to the
FCI for the central pool.

GS Paul

Tribune News Service

Amritsar, September 25
A century-old Sikh shrine,
Gurdwara Guru Nanak Dar-
bar, located in Shillong’s
Punjabi Lane (Them Lew
Mawlong), is at the centre of
a dispute between the Sikh
community and the Megha-
laya Government. The
shrine, which is of great his-
torical importance, is facing
the threat of demolition due
to the government’s urban
beautification and develop-
ment project.

Punjabi Lane, also known
as Harijan Colony, is home to
around 340 families, pre-
dominantly Sikhs, with a
minority of Hindus and
Christians. The area is his-
torically tied to the Sikh
community, whose ancestors
were brought to Shillong by
the British as workers. The
lane houses not only the gur-
dwara but also a Hindu tem-
ple and a church, all of which
are integral to the local com-
munity.

The dispute began when
the Meghalaya Government
proposed relocating the resi-
dents of Punjabi Lane as
part of its urban develop-
ment efforts. However, the
residents, represented by
the Harijan Panchayat,
which holds the land title
dating back to 1863, have
resisted these plans. The
Sikh community views the

gurdwara, established in
1865 in honour of Guru
Nanak’s visit, as an essential
part of their religious and
cultural identity.

The legal battle over the
relocation has been ongoing
since 2019, when the Megha-
laya High Court ordered a
status quo on the issue. Gur-
jit Singh, president of the
gurdwara committee, high-
lighted that the court had
allowed the government to
proceed with the plan only if
the land title was in the gov-
ernment’s name, which is
not the case. He further
emphasised the importance
of the shrine to the Sikh
community and the ongoing
efforts to protect it.

In a recent development,
the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) stepped in to sup-
port the community’s
efforts to prevent its demoli-
tion. A delegation led by
SGPC general secretary
Rajinder Singh Mehta met
Meghalaya’s chief secretary,
Donald Phillips Wahlang, to
discuss the issue. The SGPC
submitted a memorandum
urging the government to
reconsider its demolition
plans, taking into account
the historical significance of
the shrine and the senti-
ments of the local Sikh pop-
ulation.

The gurdwara had under-
gone renovation in 2015,

thanks to the efforts of for-
mer Punjab Chief Minister
Parkash Singh Badal, with
financial support of around
Rs 45 lakh from the SGPC.
Despite these efforts to pre-
serve the shrine, the threat
of demolition looms large as
the Meghalaya Government
pushes forward with its
urban redevelopment plans.

The situation remains
unresolved as the Sikh com-
munity continues to seek a
compromise that protects
both their homes and their
religious heritage. The case
is currently sub judice, and
the fate of the historic Gurd-
wara Guru Nanak Darbar
and the Punjabi Lane resi-
dents hangs in the balance.

Historic gurdwara in Shillong faces
demolition amidst development plan
SGPC delegation meets Meghalaya Chief Secretary to discuss issue

The SGPC delegation hands over a memorandum to the Meghalaya Chief Secretary in Shillong.
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Patiala, September 25
Students of the Rajiv Gandhi
National University of Law
(RGNUL), Patiala, have been
protesting since Sunday
evening, demanding the resig-
nation of Vice-Chancellor Pro-
fessor Jai Shankar Singh. The
unrest began after the VC
allegedly entered the girls’
hostel without prior notice,
leading to widespread outrage
among the students. The stu-
dents have called for his
removal and a thorough inves-
tigation into the incident.

For over three days, the stu-
dents have been staging a
dharna on the campus, refus-
ing to relent until their
demands are met. They have
also claimed that some of
them and their families have
received calls from influential
individuals pressuring them
to end the protest. They fur-
ther allege that certain faculty
members are siding with uni-
versity authorities in an

attempt to silence the dissent.
In response to the growing

unrest, the Chairperson of the
Punjab Women’s Commission,
Raj Lali Gill, visited the cam-
pus alongside Patiala SSP
Nanak Singh. She assured the
students that a proper investi-
gation would be conducted,
with a committee, including
student representatives, facul-
ty members and university offi-
cials, to ensure a fair inquiry.

Support for the protesting
students has poured in from
political leaders across party
lines. Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi
called the VC’s actions
“extremely shameful”, while
Punjab Education Minister
Harjot Singh Bains request-
ed a report on the protest,
assuring students that jus-
tice would be delivered. Con-
gress MP Shashi Tharoor
criticised the VC’s apparent
disregard for students’ con-
stitutional rights and called
for his resignation until an
inquiry is completed.

Support pours in for
protesting students 

Raj Lali Gill, chairperson of the Punjab State Commission for
Women, listens to the grievances of students of Rajiv Gandhi
National University of Law in Patiala on Wednesday. TRIUNE PHOTO

Pay 119% DA to staff, retirees: HC
Saurabh Malik

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, September 24
The Punjab and Haryana
High Court has directed the
Punjab Government to imple-
ment the enhanced dearness
allowance (DA) of 119 per cent
for all employees and retirees
retrospectively from January
1, 2016, in accordance with the
government’s decision to
revise the pay scale.

The ruling came in
response to a bunch of 32 peti-
tions seeking revision of DA

from 113 per cent to 119 per
cent. The petitioners argued
that the government had
accepted the DA increase to
119 per cent from July 1, 2015,
to December 31, 2015, but it
failed to extend the conse-
quential pensionary benefits.

Agreeing with the petition-
ers, the court rejected the gov-
ernment’s contention that
the DA was capped at 113 per
cent post-December 31, 2015,
as per a notification issued in
September 2021.

In a detailed order, Justice

Harsimran Singh Sethi noted
that the state government in
its decision dated May 24,
2023, had enhanced the DA to
119 per cent for the specified
period and the same should
logically extend beyond
December 31, 2015.

“The dearness allowance
remains the same even on Jan-
uary 1, 2016. It cannot be said
that from July 2015 to Decem-
ber 2015, the DA was 119 per
cent, but from January 1, 2016,
the same will be reduced to 113
per cent,” the court said.
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